(Cannabis sativa L.), rice (Oryza sativa L.), cereal crops, and forage crops. Later, separate research institutes were established to focus on individual crops and initiate specifi c breeding programs. TAES was the fi rst institute in Central Asia established for studies of genetics/breeding and the cultural management of fruits, grapes, and nuts.
Schroeder developed improved cultivars of cotton, rice, corn (Zea mays L.), and other crops (Schroeder, 1956) . In tree fruits, he focused on improving cold-hardiness, resistance to diseases and insects, and yield. In 1911, Schroeder participated in the 7th International Congress of Arid Lands in the United States for cotton and orchard crops. While in the United States, he collected seeds of legumes, sorghum, and cotton cultivars and evaluated them in Central Asia. Shortly thereafter, Schroeder published an agricultural monograph that was widely distributed throughout the Russian Empire and, later, the USSR (Schroeder, 1913 From 1956 to 1957, branches of the Schroeder Institute were established in geographical areas of Uzbekistan having different soil types and climatic conditions. The Schroeder Institute currently has fi ve major satellite facilities: a branch in Samarqand Province devoted to orchard and vineyard crops, a branch in Farghona Province devoted to orchard and vineyard crops in mountainous regions, the South Uzbekistan Experiment Station in Surkhondaryo Province, and two branches in Tashkent Province, one specializing in wine production and the other in orchard crops. There are also three minor satellite branches: Namangansky (Namangan Province), Sokhsky (Andijon Province), Bukharsky (Bukhara Province), and 17 experimental farms (Fig.  1) . In total, the Schroeder Institute oversees 11,000 ha of research farms.
The Institute also developed an educational program where students could earn associate degrees in orchard crops. In the late 1960s, the Schroeder Institute created a Bureau of Agricultural Machinery to develop or adapt farm equipment for use in orchards. In addition, the Institute developed new cultivars of fruit, nut, citrus, and grapes, and developed cultural and processing technology, including the canning, packaging, and bottling of fruit juices, wines, champagnes, vodkas, and cognac. The Institute currently operates a full-scale wine production plant with adequate storage facilities for aging studies. Furthermore, the Schroeder Institute established an agribusiness college in 1995.
The main Schroeder Institute in Tashkent Province includes 22 laboratories and greenhouses that are used for research in plant breeding, cultural management, mechanization, and physiology and biochemistry of crops. About 300 faculty and technicians are employed at the main facility. (Esenbaev et al., 1981) .
The Institute has developed and released 150 cultivars of fruits, berries, and grapes. In addition, 58 advanced selections are nearing release. Cultivars developed by the Schroeder Institute have been widely accepted by Uzbek commercial growers: 80% of the apples, 60% of the pears, 69% of the grapes, 90% of the strawberries (Fragaria ×ananassa L.), 65% of the quince (Pyrus cydonia L.), 65% of the peaches, 90% of the black currants (Ribes nigrum L.), and 90% of the nuts in Uzbekistan are cultivars released by the Institute. Some are widely grown throughout the former USSR.
The present goals of the Institute include the following. 1. Develop new cultivars of orchard crops and grapes that produce high yields of fruit with improved quality under various climatic extremes, and also exhibit disease and insect resistance, cold-hardiness, and drought tolerance. 2. Develop cultivars for use on extremely poor soils (sandy, stony, salty, and/or dry soils). 3. Improve drying technology and storage methods for fruits and grapes (i.e., raisins). 4. Develop new farm machinery for orchards and vineyards. 
